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A violin from the shop of Heinrich Theodor Heberlein Junior, labeled and hand dated: 
 

                                 “Heinrich Th. Heberlein jun.          (with a monogram) 
fecit Markneukirchen Anno 1898”   

 

Also with a repair label: “REPAIRED BY , JOHN SMITH, 617 FURBY St., WINNIPEG, 16 . 2 . 15”  

 

This violin is accompanied by a certificate from Arthur Polson dated April 8, 1987 (attached) 

 

Description: This violin has a beautiful one-piece back of maple which is cut on the slab to reveal a rich 

quilted figure of medium width running horizontally.  The sides and neck are of similar material, though 

the sides are cut on the quarter.  The front is of two pieces of spruce showing straight medium to fine 

grain becoming very slightly broader at the edges.  The fittings are of ebony.  The varnish is of a red-

brown which is shaded over a dark yellow ground and is in good condition.  In the varnish we can see the 

evidence of original shading, texturing and antiquing by the maker as well as true wear from over a 

hundred years of playing.  There are scratches and wear from playing on the edges and sides.  There have 
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been numerous repairs done to this instrument as well as the subsequent re-touching of varnish.  There are 

are five small repaired cracks in the upper bass side bout of the front as well as a long repaired crack at 

the treble side of the saddle.  There is a patch in the front at the soundpost, the lower eyes of both 

soundholes and at both end blocks.  The sides have been shortened at the bottom block and the block 

replaced.  The sides have been reinforced at the chinrest.  The neck has been raised with a heel piece and 

re-set.  Cracks have been repaired in the pegbox at the G, D and A pegs and all the peg holes bushed.  

There is a small repair to the upper bass side edge of the back where a piece has been added. 

 

Back measurements: 

Length: 357 mm.          Upper bout: 166 mm.          Middle bout: 112 mm.          Lower bout: 209 mm. 

 

History:  As one can see from the attached references, Heinrich Th. Heberlein jun. was a well-regarded 

maker from Markneukirchen who is remembered for his good taste, workmanship and business sense.  

The reference from Albert Fuchs says that his instruments were made in many qualities, which suggests 

that other workers were present in his shop.  Fuchs gives a broad value range from €3,000 to €10,000 for 

various Heberein violins as of 2003, which reflects his favourable view of German instruments.   In the 

biographical note from Karel Jalovec it says that the shop was take over by Heinrich’s sons in 1897 who 

continued production under their father’s name for many years after his death in 1909 or 1910.  In any 

case this is a beautiful example from that shop, apparently made during Heinrich’s lifetime and under his 

name. 

 

It is interesting to see the repair label of John Smith from 1915 in this violin as he was one of the few 

makers present in the Canadian prairies before 1940 and we see his work here often.  I have played a 

dozen of his instruments and they are generally very enjoyable to play and most are quite beautiful if not 

as finely wrought as the biography from William Henley might suggest.  Those who remembered John 

would speak kindly of him.  His repair work however would not meet modern standards of restoration.  It 

is apparent that about a hundred years ago this violin was badly broken in the upper bass side bout of the 

front and it was taken to John to repair.  It may be that he also reinforced a crushed rib at the chinrest and 

some other small cracks. 

 

This violin became the life-long companion of Connie Moffat who played it in the 1950’s and 60’s in the 

Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and then into retirement in Victoria BC.  Apparently she had it appraised 

in Vancouver in 1987 by Arthur Polson who is primarily remembered as a talented player, teacher and 

composer as well as an appraiser. 

 

This violin came to my attention in 2011 and I have since completed an extensive restoration including 

re-doing all previous work except for the reinforcement of the side and the repair of the back edge which 

seem sound.  It pleases me to preserve John Smith’s contribution to this lovely instrument. 

 

I have today examined this violin and find that it is in excellent restored condition and should be valued at 

$10,000 in my opinion.  It is registered in our records as RKT-1490. 
 

 

 

 

 

R. Kim Tipper 

November 6, 2021 
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From “The Universal Dictionary of Violin and Bow Makers” by William Henley 1947 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 From “German and Austrian Violin Makers” by Karel Jalovec 1967 
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      From “Taxe Der Streichinstrumente” by Albert Fuchs 2003 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
           From“The Universal Dictionary of Violin and Bow Makers” by William Henley 1947 
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